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JUST INTIME FOR CHRISTMAS

Here' s agreat opportunity to take care of your gift
giving and support the Friends at the sametime. Put the
Guardhouse Visitor Center/Gift Shop on your holiday
shopping list. Asamember of the Friends of Fort
Worden, you'll receive a 10 percent discount by showing
your membership card.

The above pen-and-ink drawing of the Commanding
Officer's Quarters by Friends' board member Rick Sepler
isone of four he created exclusively for the Friends.
They have been reproduced on note cards which are
available only in the Guardhouse Visitor Center/Gift
Shop, either individually for $2 or in a set of eight for
$10.95. The other drawings are of the Guardhouse,
Alexander’ s Castle and the scul pture that was the subject
of our recent contest (see next column for the winner!),
and the Point Wilson Lighthouse.

The note cards are among several exclusive items
you'll find at the Gift Shop. Othersinclude linen tea
towels designed by Port Townsend artist Miriam Lansdon
and depicting Fort Worden scenes ($5); cranberry-
colored Fort Worden mugs (white inside) with Officers
Row houses circling the mug ($7.95); 100-year-old slates
taken from the Commanding Officer’ s Quarters roof and
decoupaged with scenes from Fort Worden ($28.95); and

HELLO, FRIENDS

As| begin my days at Fort Worden as the
new Park Manager, | am pleased to have the
opportunity to say hello to you, the Friends of
Fort Worden State Park.

| know what an important role you play in
supporting the park. I'm impressed with the
contributions you have made — manning the
Guardhouse Visitor Center/Gift Shop, providing
new furniture in the Officers' Row guest houses
and benches for the Guardhouse porch,
maintaining park trails and attacking invasive
Scotch broom.

Thank you for your past support. I'm hopeful
that we can continue with bigger and better
projects to enhance the park, bring added
recognition to the Friends, and expand the
membership of the group. Y our continuing
participation isvita to the well being of Fort
Worden.

My thanks to you and everyone who has made
me feel so welcomein my new home. | look
forward to meeting more of you and working
with you in the years ahead.

Best wishes for a happy holiday season.

Kate Burke

AND THE WINNER IS -----

Congratulations to Friends' member Joe
Payne, winner of our “Name the Scul pture’
contest for the concrete scul pture adjacent to
Alexander’s Castle. Joe's entry was “Equipoise,”
meaning balance or equilibrium. Hisprizeisa
choice of merchandise with avalue of up to $25
in the Guardhouse Visitor Center/Gift Shop.

t-shirts and sweatshirts with Fort Worden logos
($15-27).

Guardhouse hours are 10 am. to 4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday through December and the
Friday after Thanksgiving.



A ROYAL SEND-OFF

The Friends of Fort Worden, Fort Worden staff,
members of the community, and State Park
employees from Olympia and around the state bid
Jim Farmer and his wife Denise afond farewell on
October 27. The event honored Jim for his 11
years at Fort Worden and more than 30 years with
Washington State Parks,

It was aday of tribute. Governor Locke sent a
letter of thanks and appreciation. State Parks
presented Jim with a service award. The State
Park Ranger Association gave him a plaque.
Proclamations were bestowed by Jefferson
County, Port Townsend and the Port Townsend
Lodging Tax Advisory Committee.

Joe Benson, Jr., second generation maintenance
person at the park, designed alamp on behalf of
Fort Worden Maintenance that was comprised of
pieces of projects representing 11 years of Jim’s
leadership on capital projects at the park.

Steve Shively, Conference Center Director, put
together a slide show covering Jim'slife and his
history with Washington State Parks. Jim, Peter
McCracken and Nancy Fitch gave an impromptu
musical performance. Sam Hamill of Copper
Canyon Press, agolfing buddy of Jim’s, read a
poem he composed especially for the occasion.

On hand for this specia event were members of
Jim’s family including his 90-year-old mother and
son Christopher.

WELL-DESERVED RECOGNITION

Sue Sidle, the Friends Treasurer, was honored
with a plaque from Washington State Parks at the
Fort Worden Advisory Committee meeting last
month for 20 years of outstanding volunteer
contribution by an individual. The award was
bestowed in recognition of her 20 years of
volunteering at Fort Worden.

Also honored for their volunteer efforts were
Friends members Laurie Medlicott and Val
Didjurgis who catalogued over 3,000 items from
the Rothschild House and the Commanding
Officer’s Quarters.

MAINTENANCE REPORT

In five two-hour work parties this year, our
little band pulled 8,265 pounds of Scotch
broom at Fort Worden State Park. More than
four tonsis pretty good considering an average
of seven people participated. Weworked in
three areas this year: along the main road to the
batteries just inside the gate, between the beach
campsites and the road; and on top of the hill
near the cistern.

We will be starting up again on the second
Saturday of April next year. Mark your
calendar. We hope to see you then.

Mark Burnfield & Betsy Barclay

A PRESIDENTIAL FAREWELL

With the 100™ anniversary of Fort Worden
and groundbreaking for the new park dining
hall/multi-use building, 2002 has been a special
year for me as the president of the Friends.
Wishing Jim Farmer, longtime Park Manager,
bon voyage was another memorable moment.
I’ve met Kate Burke, Jim'’s successor, and think
the park isin good hands.

For the Friends, it has been a year of
accomplishment with the continued growth and
success of the Information Center and Gift Shop
under the capable management of Grant and
Barbara Davies assisted by our volunteers.

It iswith more than alittle sadness that | step
down as president at the end of the year after
serving three years on the board and two as
president. | have enjoyed my time and feel
privileged to have represented you and the park.
Incoming president Grant Davies has some good
ideas for both the Friends and the park. Under
his leadership and that of the other board
members, the Friends will continue to grow and
develop.

Happy holidays, Friends.

Jeff Randall



CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION WINDS
DOWN

Grand Memory Days, December 6-8, isthe
final event of this centennia year. The highlight
will be the Big Band Era Swing Dance on
Saturday, December 7, from 8 p.m. to midnight
in the USO building. Navy Band Northwest’s
“Cascade Big Band” will provide the music.
Tickets are available at Quimper Sound in Port
Townsend.

Free events include the showing of two films
made at the park. “An Officer and a Gentleman”
plays at 7-9:45 p.m. Friday, December 6; and the
“Caine Mutiny Court Martial” is scheduled for
2:30-4:45 p.m. on Sunday, December 8. In
addition, there is acommunity concert in the
Wheeler Theater on Saturday at 1 p.m.

The U.S. Postal Servicewill have a
representative at the Guardhouse on Friday from
11 am. to 1 p.m., at which time the final
Centennial cancellation stamp will be available
along with the specia cache envelopes.

LOOKING AHEAD

Watch for the next newd etter 2

which will reach you in March,
shortly before the annual
meeting which is scheduled @
for Thursday, March 27, 2003. S —
THE NEWEST KID ON THE BLOCK
Another new member of the Fort Worden
family joined us earlier this month, Ranger
Ken Ross comes to us from Chief Timothy
State Park in Clarkston on the Snake River.
It's one of the parks recently shut down due
to budget constraints. With Ken are hiswife
Marijka and infant son Sam.
Say hello to Ken when you see him.

You'll recognize him by hisred hair and the
big grin on his face.

GUARDHOUSE REPORT

The past few months have been very
rewarding for all of usinvolved in the Visitor
Information Center and Gift Shop. Visitor
count has increased two-fold since last season,
as has our dollar volume. While Centennial
celebrations accounted for some of our busiest
days, the whole season has given us a steady
flow of people from near and far.

We were able to remain open seven days a
week from May 1 through the end of October
thanks to our small group of dedicated
volunteers and our host couples, the
Kohlenbergs and Randolphs. Both couples
will be with us next year.

Grant & Barbara Davies

HISTORY LIVESON

Plans are to continue the Oral History Project
which has been such a success during this
centennial year. The History Center, now
located in Building 262, will operate on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, continuing
to record “Fort Worden Stories.” Interviews are
by appointment

A CHANGE OF COMMAND

Friends president Jeff Randall is stepping
down due to abusy schedule. Grant Davies,
currently Friends’ vice president, will take over

as president.

Our heartfelt thanks é\"
to Jeff for his effortson
behalf of the Friends! U

2002-2003 Board of Directors
President — Grant Davies, 379-8430
Secretary — Hilda Anderson, 379-9387
Treasurer — Sue Sidle, 385-5209
At Large:

Terri Dungworth, Mark Burnfield
Rick Sepler, Curt Danielson




