
file:///H:/Steve/oldwrkstation/Content/fortworden/fofw_spring2002news.htm

 

Newsletter
Spring 2002 

� � �� � � � �� 	
� � 
 
�� � 	� � � � �� � � � � 
�� 
 � � 	� � �� �	
�
� � � �� � �� � 
 ���� � �� � � � 
��	� � �� � �� � � � � � � ��   

 

 

This pen-and-ink drawing by Friends Board member Rick Sepler will be available for purchase on note cards 
in the Guardhouse Visitor Information Center and Gift Shop May 1.  All proceeds will go to Friends of Fort 
Worden projects. 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

     Greetings, Friends!  Spring has arrived in Port 
Townsend!  Yes, despite the sometimes gray and 
chilly weather, the evidence of spring is 
unmistakable.  The trees are budding, some are even 
flowering, and they are filled with flocks of robins 
(getting all the neighborhood cats quite excited, I 
might add!).  And most importantly, the daylight now 
stretches past 5 p.m. which makes the walk home 
from work much more enjoyable. 

Annual Meeting
Notice 

 THURSDAY
MARCH 21, 2002 

7:00 p.m. 

At the Chapel at Fort Worden State Park 

Our General Membership Meeting will be held on 
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     What does spring have to do with the Friends of 
Fort Worden?  Everything!  Spring is when we hold 
our annual membership meeting (on March 21 – see 
accompanying article).  Spring is also when we begin 
outdoor maintenance activities in the park, including 
pulling Scotch Broom, cleaning up the batteries, 
building trails, and whatever else we set our sights on.  

     Furthermore, the Guardhouse visitor information 
center opens in the spring, and also marks the 
beginning of the celebration of Fort Worden’s 
Centennial. 

     In preparation for the coming year, Friends board 
members gathered for a retreat at the home of Grant 
and Barbara Davies in Port Townsend.  We enjoyed 
good company, tasty food, and accomplished a great 
deal of work and planning.  The most significant 
achievement of the meeting was the establishment of 
an annual budget.  With the incredible success of the 
Guardhouse gift shop, many generous donations, and 
increased membership, the board estimates the Friends 
will receive more than $7,000 in revenue in 2002.  
This is well over five times our annual revenue two 
years ago.  So thank you for your generous donations – 
as well as a special thanks to all those who have 
volunteered at the Guardhouse. 

     The money will be spent wisely to support Fort 
Worden State Park.  Capital improvements will 
include: a) the installation of two attractive, high-
quality benches on the front porch of the Guardhouse; 
b) the recreation of historical signage for the batteries 
and the Guardhouse; c) a commitment to help repair or 
replace furniture in one of the Officer’s Row 
accommodations; and d) a contribution to the future 
restoration of the “dinky engine.”   A portion of the 
budget has been dedicated to purchasing additional 
weed wrenches.  Money will also be set aside for 
developing and producing informational brochures for 
distribution at the Guardhouse, and possibly a video on 
the history of Fort Worden State Park. 

     The board members also discussed goals for our 
outdoor grounds maintenance volunteers.  In 2001 
these volunteers successfully removed legions of 
Scotch Broom from Chinese Gardens.  Please take the 
time to walk the trails around the lagoon and you will 
notice the difference.  For 2002, the maintenance 
volunteers have their sights set on the thick patch of 
Scotch Broom on the hillside behind the Mule Barn. 
While attendance has been good at these work parties, 

Our General Membership Meeting will be held on 
March 21 at 7 p.m. in the Chapel just inside the gate at 
Fort Worden State Park. 

     The evening’s program, “Hidden Fort Worden State 
Park,”  will entertain and educate you with little-known 
aspects of the park. 

     Annual Friends’  business will be conducted, 
including an update on our activities and election of 
board members by the general membership. 

     We hope you will join us and also invite prospective 
members and guests.  Refreshments will be served 
courtesy of Community Enterprises. 

 

DINKY ENGINE PROJECT MANAGER 
NEEDED 

     The Friends of Fort Worden is seeking a volunteer 
project manager to oversee the restoration of the “dinky 
engine.”   The project manager would be responsible for 
coordinating volunteers and overseeing all work on the 
engine.  All restoration work must be done in 
compliance with work plans approved by Washington 
State Park’s historic preservation staff.  This is an 
unpaid position.  Interested individuals should submit a 
letter of interest as well as a resume to: Friends of Fort 
Worden State Park, Dinky Engine Restoration, 200 
Battery Way, Port Townsend, WA 98368. 
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While attendance has been good at these work parties, 
more volunteers are always welcome.  Please check 
out the enclosed schedule and join the ranks of the 
hearty “ broom pullers.”    

     There’s more to tell, but you can see that there’s 
plenty to do this spring, and plenty to get excited 
about. Hope to see you at the park!  

Jeff Randall 

 

 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

  

     The Friends’ Board has nominated Curt Danielson and Nancy Rohl to serve as Board members.  You will 
have a chance to meet them at the annual meeting.  They will replace Allen Dunham and Eleanor Stickney 
whose terms are expiring.  The Board extends heartfelt thanks to the departing members for their dedication 
and hard work. 

 

 
GUARDHOUSE VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER AND GIFT SHOP  

  

     Our sabbatical is over and plans are underway for a very busy 2002.  The Gift Shop will carry merchandise 
to commemorate the Fort Worden Centennial – caps, shirts, lapel pins, etc.  New items designed exclusively for 
us and featuring the Fort Worden State Park name will be introduced in early summer.  We’ve had numerous 
requests for this type of merchandise and are happy to finally be able to provide it.  Remember, as a Friends 
member, you are entitled to a 10% discount in the gift shop. 

     We’ ll be open for the Victorian Festival on Saturday, March 23, and will continue with weekend hours of 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. through the end of April.  As of May 1, we expect to be open seven days a week. 

     The Guardhouse has been fortunate enough to obtain two couples to work as volunteer hosts.  The 
Kohlenbergs will be with us May through July and the Randolphs will be our hosts August through October.  
Each couple will give us 28 hours of their time per week in return for the use of our new RV campsite.   

     In order to be open seven days a week, we need to add to our roster of volunteers.  Can you give us a few 
hours a week?  You’ ll have a lot of fun meeting folks from around the world and helping them enjoy their stay 
at the park.  WE NEED YOU!!!!  Call Grant or Barbara Davies at 379-8430 to sign on. 

Grant & Barbara Davies 
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MEMBERSHIP  

  

     We have an exciting year of events ahead with the 
Fort Worden Centennial.  Your continued support as a 
Friend will help to improve the state park for you and 
future generations. 

     NEW THIS YEAR: Friends will receive a 
membership card that will entitle them to receive a 
10% discount off all purchases at the Guardhouse 
Visitor Information Center and Gift Shop. 

     Please complete and return the enclosed 
Membership Renewal envelope so that you will 
continue to receive the Friends Newsletter and take 
advantage of the new discount at the Guardhouse Gift 
Shop.  Remember, your donation is tax deductible.      

     Encourage your friends and neighbors to join us 
and participate in and enjoy the Centennial 
celebrations. 

 

Terri Dungworth 

 

MAINTENANCE REPORT 

  

Help Wanted!  

  

     The Maintenance Committee offers members the 
chance to engage in a particularly satisfying activity – 
removing Scotch Broom from Fort Worden State Park!  
The small, but dedicated, group that regularly showed 
up last year experienced the satisfaction of eradicating 
the noxious weed from the Chinese Gardens area of the 
park.  It is truly a wonderful feeling to walk into an area 
that was being taken over by a non-native invasive 
plant and know that your efforts have prevented that 
from happening. 

     This year, the Friends purchased two additional 
weed wrenches for use by volunteers to remove Scotch 
Broom.  Please consider participating in this year’s 
work parties scheduled for the second Saturday of each 
month (except July) from April to October.  The dates 
are April 13, May 11, June 8, August 10, September 
14, and October 12.  We gather from 10 a.m. to noon 
and, of course, refreshments are provided.  Mark these 
dates on your calendar and join us.  We will be starting 
in April in the area between the Mule Barn and the 
main road up Artillery Hill.  Call Mark Burnfield at 
385-1472 if you have questions. 

  

Mark and Betsy Burnfield 

 

 

2002 – THE FORT WORDEN CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION  

  

BUDGET FOR 2002-2003 

  

     The Friends of Fort Worden State Park does not 
solicit dollars.  Income is derived only from dues, 
donations and proceeds from the sales in the 
Guardhouse Gift Shop.  In the past year, we purchased 
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     The long-awaited event officially begins May 10 
with opening festivities.  On May 12 the celebration 
continues with the Fort Lewis Marching Band on the 
parade ground, an Air Force flyover and a concert by 
Tacoma’s John Philip Sousa Marching Band.  The 
week concludes with the 67th Annual Rhododendron 
Festival.   

     The celebration continues with Centennial Days 
July 1-7, Enhancement Days October 11-20, and 
Grand Memory Days December 6-8.  Come Home to 
Fort Worden Reunion programs will take place at 
each.  Throughout the year, interviews for the Oral 
History Project will continue. 

     The centennial is a wonderful time to become 
involved.  Add to your enjoyment of this important 
event by volunteering.  Contact  Laurie Medlicott, 
Volunteer Coordinator, at 344-4442 or 
Laurie.Medlicott@Parks.Wa.Gov 

 

Guardhouse Gift Shop.  In the past year, we purchased 
two benches for the Guardhouse, two weed wrenches 
for removing Scotch Broom, and refabricated an RV 
site to accommodate an on-site park aide who can staff 
the Guardhouse and enable us to keep it open seven 
days a week from May through October. 

  Income 

 Carryover: 
Reserves                        $1,500.00                                    

2001 Guardhouse Profit                      4,000.00 

 2002-2003 Dues                                1,500.00 

Donations and Interest                            500.00 

                                                          $7,500.00 

 Expenses 

 Operations                                           $500.00
   (newsletter, postage, forms) 

Public information                                1,000.00 

Signage                                                  500.00 

Park maintenance (tools, gravel)          1,000.00 

Capital improvements:                         3,000.00
   (benches, furnishings) 

Reserves                                             1,500.00 

                                                          $7,500.00 
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2001-2002 Board of Directors 

President – Jeff Randall, 379-2651 

Vice President – Grant Davies, 379-8430 

Secretary – Hilda Anderson, 379-9387 

Treasurer – Sue Sidle, 385-5209 

At Large: 

Terri Dungworth, Allen Dunham 

Rick Sepler, Eleanor Stickney 
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