
FORT WORDEN’S 1ST GARAGE SALE!

Saturday, March 10
9 am to 3 pm

McCurdy Pavilion

This past year, staff has been
continuing work on the refurnishing of the
Officers’  Row housing units with brand new
furniture, fixtures and appliances.  Fort
Worden now has a lot of surplus household
furnishings we need to unload.  This includes
living-dining-bedroom furniture, household
and kitchen items from the Officers’  Row
house units and the old dining hall.  

The furniture includes living room couches,
chairs, end and coffee tables, lamps, dining
room chairs, bedroom dressers and night
stands, stock items and much, much more. 
Items will be priced very reasonably.  Our
objective is to get these items SOLD.  Friends
are accepting only cash or checks and all i tems
must be hauled out on Saturday.  The proceeds
from the sales will be donated to the Friends of
Fort Worden to support the various projects
and events we sponsor each year.  

Newsletter

“A  park without fri ends cannot survive ~
it has no soul, no front line of defense.”

STATE PARKS DIRECTOR TO SPEAK

Rex Derr, Director of the Washington
State Parks and Recreation Commission, will
be the featured speaker at the Friends of Fort
Worden annual meeting to be held in
Company A Room of the Fort Worden
Commons at 6:30 PM on Thursday, March 22.

Mr. Derr will discuss the 2007-09
budget for the state park system proposed by
Governor Chris Gregoire, how it has fared in
the Washington State legislative process, and
what the effect will be on Fort Worden. He has
a long and distinguished career in parks
management and public service, beginning as
a college student working for the National
Parks Service and including a term as mayor
of Olympia.

The Governor’s proposed capital
budget focuses on enhancing the quality of
parks and visitor experiences by taking care of
facilities and roads that have suffered from
years of deferred maintenance.  It also includes
a boost in the operating budget and marks a 70
per cent increase over the current biennium
budget.  Both the Legislature and the Governor
must agree on the final budget by the end of
the legislative session in order for it to be
adopted.

The public is invited to attend, and
refreshments will be served.  There will be a
brief business meeting before Mr. Derr’s
remarks.
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GET YOUR THRILL ON HEMLOCK HILL

On Saturday, April 14, the HI-Olympic
Hostel and the Friends of Fort Worden will be
hosting a Weed & Feed to clear the hillside in front
of Bliss Vista, down to the beach, of invasive
plants such as poison hemlock and scotch broom. 
Youth from the Juvenile Services Department and
Interact, a Junior Auxiliary of Rotary, will be
lending a hand.  The work party starts at 9:30 AM
and breaks at noon for a sponsor-supplied lunch,
then resumes afterwards until 2:00 PM 
We are looking for your participation; please join
us.  For further information and to RSVP for lunch
please contact Christopher at (360) 385-0655.

Christopher Overman

FORT2FORT BIKE RIDE

Sunday, June 10

The Friends of Fort Worden invite you to
take a ride with a lot of history! Join us for the
second annual Fort2Fort bicycle ride from historic
Fort Worden State Park located in beautiful Port
Townsend, Washington, for a supported tour along
quiet roads through scenic Jefferson County to either
Old Fort Townsend (a Fun Ride of 16 miles roundtrip
or a more challenging 40 mile loop) or Fort Flagler
(62 miles round trip for a metric century!).

APRES RIDE
After the ride, join us at “RIDEFEST” i n the

Mule Barn and listen to local musical talent on-stage
while sipping a cool libation in the Port Townsend
Brewing Beer garden.  Featured performers are Port
Townsend’s own power quintet Dogfish and the

Catsharks. Their music is guaranteed to get your
tired toes tappin’ and your fingers snappin’ with
“ whale-ing”  blues, swing and a whole lotta “ sole.”
Songs in the band’ s repertoire include danceable
standards such as Kansas City, Route 66, Lady Be
Good and, of course, Shake, Rattle and Roll.

HOW TO REGI STER
To register for the ride, visit us at

www.fort2fortride.org to print a registration form and
send it with your fee to F2F Ride, 200 Battery Way,
Port Townsend, WA 98368.  Deadline for advance
online and mail -in registration is June 1, 2007. 
However, late registrations will be accepted until
10:30 a.m. on Ride Day at the Mule Barn at the
offi cial Start/Finish Line, Fort Worden State Park,
Port Townsend, WA.  US funds only; no refunds will
be given.  Children under 12 are welcome to ride for
free with a registered parent rider.

MAINTENANCE REPORT

     This year, the volunteer maintenance activity
focused on the removal of Scotch Broom at the
Chinese Gardens area of the park.  We got off to a
great start in April during the Earth Day weekend
when a good turnout by Friends members combined
with a crew from a Coca Cola distributorship in
Bellevue enabled us to pull up a truly amazing
number of plants.  Work parties continued on a
monthly basis through the summer.
     The regular crew consisted of Joe Payne,
Rosemary Russell, Bryan Schrader, Curt Danielson,
Alfred Chiswell, Mike Smallwood, Emma Burnfield,
Nora Burnfield, Betsy Barclay and Mark Burnfield. 
Other participants included Britt Danielson, Allen
and Lynne Dunham, Julie Matthes, Shelly Testerman
and Jeff Randall.  We estimate that at least four tons
of that noxious weed Scotch Broom were taken to the
compost facili ty.

WE’VE BROKEN 100!

     The Friends of Fort Worden currently has 110
members, local and nation-wide. Thank each of you for
being a part of the Friends.
     The financial contribution you make through
membership is an important part of our capacity to help
fund projects at Fort Worden.  Please use the
membership form that accompanies this newsletter to
renew your commitment. Your contribution is tax
deductible and can be made in any of the following
categories: Individual $10; Family $25; Associate, $50;
Patron $100; and Lifetime $500.
     Please also consider a donation of your time to
support our Park activit ies. Volunteers are welcome in
all  our endeavors. Come join the fun!!!

Harvey Crow, Membership Chair

HELP WANTED

Looking for an exciting new adventure?  The Friends of Fort Worden offer a variety of volunteer
opportunities that are designed to help you meet new friends, learn new skills, and broaden your
horizons.

The Guardhouse Visitor Information Center is looking for out-going, motivated assistants to staff
the facility for a few hours a week, beginning this month.  Call Dave Backman at 360.379.4731.

The Fort Worden Oral History Program seeks help with transcribing taped interviews with
people involved in Fort Worden during its three historic eras.  Volunteers are also needed for a variety of
clerical tasks.

The Board of the Friends invites detail-oriented people to apply for the position of Secretary. 
The position requires taking minutes of the monthly Board meetings and working with the president to
prepare agendas and distribute the minutes to the Board members. Time commitment is approximately
four hours per month.

Training for all of these positions is available.  For information, call Patience Rogge at
360.344.4481. 



FROM THE PARK MANAGER

Dear Friends,  
     It ’s spring cleaning and winter clean up in the Fort Worden area parks.  We are all happy to see
spring coming and the winter storms moving away.  

This winter, Fort Worden Area parks were blasted with multiple wind storms that left quite
a bit of damage.  The November storm damaged the schoolhouse, our ADA lift at the schoolhouse,
roofs on buildings and houses, the fence around McCurdy Pavilion, utility lines, lots of erosion at
the Knapp’s Loop parking lot and an enormous amount of blown down trees and tree branches. 
The continuation of the wind storms in December blew down a tree on top of the roof of Wheeler
Theater, more trees and tree branches, and the ADA lift was completely unusable and needs to be
replaced.   Both of these storms warranted a submission for FEMA assistance which we are in the
process of documenting.  

As you will read in this newsletter, Friends are helping us with our first ever garage sale. 
The sale is the result of an infusion of funds to purchase new furnishings for the Officers’  Row
houses.  We were able to purchase quite a bit and still need more funds to finish “bricks” also
known as building 16, houses 4, 5, and 6.  And then we want to start on Non-Commissioned
Officers’ Row (NCO), then the Madrona Vista, then the dorms.  As you can see, we are just
starting what is a long process of replacing very old furnishings.  

The rehabili tation of NCO house 353 is about complete.  The construction people tell me
they are ahead of schedule and plan to be finished by the end of March.  The house looks beautiful
and visitors are already lining up to rent it for the summer of 2007. 

The Friends of Fort Worden donated $6,000 toward the Art in Public Places program at
Fort Worden State Park.  With these additional funds, the artists’  pool we could select from
expanded tremendously.  The Art Committee was tasked with selecting artists to commission the
work.  The committee has selected Gayle Bard to create the art piece for the park.  She was a
former Centrum artist in residency participant and her work can be viewed at
http://www.lindahodgesgallery.com/artists/bard.html.  She does beautiful scenic work and we’re
looking forward to a finished project to be hung in the Commons.  

The summer is coming and there is always lots of exciting and interesting events to attend,
but the Friends’  events are the best.

I hope to see you on June 10 at the Second Annual Fort2Fort Bike ride and the 3  Annualrd

Fort Worden Wildlife and Nature Art Expo on October 5-7.  
Thanks as always to you, our Friends for helping us achieve our goal of enhancing the

visitors’  experience. 
Kate Burke

Fort Worden Area Parks Manager

TREASURER’S REPORT

     The overall financial condition of the Friends and the Guardhouse continues to be both
sound and strong.  Total assets for the Friends as of the end of February 2007 are as
follows:

Checking Account      $   4,814.11   Savings Account         $ 25,166.81
6 Mo. CD                    $20,978.08 (Maturing 4/7/07)
Petty Cash                   $       31.06

Total Assets:   $50,990.06

     With an anticipated pass-through from the Guardhouse of approximately $14,000.00 at
the end of March, this will bring our total asset base to $64,990.06 beginning the 2007-
2008 fiscal year.
     A more detailed financial report/budget overview will be available for review and
discussion at the annual meeting on March 22.

Dave Backman, Treasurer

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

     Friends of Fort Worden continues to be an active
group.  Over the past few months, we have sponsored
several events and planned even more.  The Board has
undergone some changes, and we maintain our
commitment to enhancing the visitors’ experience at
the park.
     In November, we sponsored a successful mixer with
fellow members of the Port Townsend Chamber of
Commerce at the Guardhouse, introducing many people
to our selection of Fort Worden-related merchandise in
time for holiday gift-giving.  We also assisted with the
second annual Wildlife Art Exhibition, which brought
many talented artists to the park as well as scores of
interested patrons.  In December, Friends nominated
Todd Gilmore as Port Townsend Cit izen of the Year in
recognition of his work in repairing the stairs leading to
the beach.  Todd has also been extremely helpful to
Friends by serving as our volunteer web master.
     On Saturday, March 10, Friends will sponsor a
gigantic Fort Worden garage sale in McCurdy Pavilion
from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  The Park has donated
furnishings surplused by the renovation of houses on
Officers’  Row to the Friends to offer to the public.  All
proceeds will benefit the Friends.
     Plans are in the works for the second annual
Fort2Fort Bike Ride on June 10.  Details are available
at www.Fort2Fortride.org
     Friends’ very eff icient Secretary Pat Simpson has
retired after four years at the post.  Pat is sorely missed
for her excellent work producing the newsletter and
keeping track of Board minutes, correspondence and
agendas.  Dave Backman has resigned as Treasurer,
although he continues to oversee operations at the
Guardhouse Visitor Information Center.  David Sepler
has been elected to replace Dave, and is assisting son
Rick with plans for the Fort2Fort Bike Ride.
     We continue to advocate for a children’s
playground in the lower campground area.  We believe
that having a playground will greatly enhance the
family experience for campers.  As a representative of
Friends, I serve on the Fort Worden Citizens’ Advisory
Committee and keep the members informed of our
activit ies.  As part of a subcommittee of the FWAC, I
have helped to select Gayle Bard to create a work of art

THE GUARDHOUSE

     2007 will mark the eighth year of operation
for the Guardhouse.  Things have changed and
evolved over the last seven years. 
     The Guardhouse has gone from being an
operation/business staffed mainly by local
Friends volunteers to one now run almost
completely by volunteer hosts who come from
far and wide, some from as far away as Texas
and Oklahoma.  I shudder at the thought of not
having these wonderful people helping to run the
Guardhouse.
     The Guardhouse has been dark in January and
February. We are planning to open in March on a
limited long weekend schedule.  However, there
are some genuine staffing concerns for both
March and April as shown by our “Help
Wanted” ad in the February 21 Leader.  Please
call me at 360.379.4731 if you are available to
volunteer--any help will be greatly appreciated.
     For the fiscal year April 1 to December 31,
2006, the Guardhouse experienced a very good
YTD.  For those nine months, visitor count was
12,695--a 14.9% increase over 2005.  For the
same period, overall pretax revenues, at
$33,616.07 were up 11.9%.  Since the
Guardhouse began accepting credit cards in mid-
June, almost one half of these revenues
($15,697.39) came from credit card sales.  While
we anticipate another successful year of
operation at the Guardhouse, our optimism is
tempered by staffing concerns. 
     We look forward to having many Friends stop
by to greet and thank our hosts while they check
out the new merchandise in the gift shop.

Dave Backman, Guardhouse Manager



Commission Art in Public Places program.  Ms. Bard is a painter who lives on Bainbridge Island.  She has served
two Artist-in-Residencies with Centrum and  has stated that it was her stays at Fort Worden that inspired her to
become a painter of landscapes.  Friends contributed $6,000.00 toward this project.

If you are an on-line shopper and want to support Friends while you shop, check out www.iGive.com 
Friends is listed among the non-profits that benefit from sales made through this site.

Remember to renew your membership in Friends so that we can continue to support this park we all  love.
Patience Rogge

2006 Board of Directors
President ~ Patience Rogge
Vice President ~ To be filled

Secretary ~ Pat Simpson
Treasurer ~ Dave Backman
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Harvey Crow, Wendy Los,
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